the road system serves foreign economic interests and has been planned and built with little concern for broad regional economic development. 4 The underdeveloped transportation infrastructure places a severe constraint on the region's efforts to pass beyond the agrarian stage of development and limits the ability to readily import and distribute large amounts of grains and cereals to make up a sustained production shortfall in the future. This is a special concern in the regions of the Sahel where the current population already exceeds the capacity of the land with a transportation system best described as primitive. This has led to calls in the United Nations for another Somalia-style relief effort, the loudest calls coming from France and Italy.
In the United States, while the memories of Somalia and the eighteen Americans killed in that relief effort remain strong, polls indicate that the recent avalanche of vivid, graphic, and heart-wrenching reports from Africa has moved public opinion. 
